
Yvonne “Vonnie” was born December 17, 1937, in Rugby, ND. 
The second of eight children born to Matt and Barbara 
(Heilman) Hilzendager, she was raised in Pierce County and 
attended high school in Balta, ND. She married Leo M. 
Schmaltz February 21, 1955, at St. Anselm’s Catholic Church 
in Fulda, ND. Leo and Vonnie lived on a farm south of Berwick, 
ND, for the first few years of their marriage. In 1959, they 
moved to Minot where they raised their five children.  
 

Vonnie was a quiet person and kept busy being a mother and 
homemaker. Her patience was endless. She was an 
accomplished seamstress who could sew anything she put her 
mind to. If she saw it, she could make it. When her children 
were young, she sewed all their clothes and their dolls’ clothes. 
As her daughter’s grew, she taught herself how to make prom 

and wedding attire. When she was blessed with grandchildren and great-grandchildren, she sewed 
them blankets and clothes, too. Flannel pajamas from Grandma were the best present anyone could 
get. She enjoyed ceramics, painting, and woodworking, as well as playing Bingo, Cribbage, and 
Pinochle. To keep herself busy in the winter, she took up crocheting. She made beautiful crocheted 
gowns complete with accessories for dolls. Her hands were never idle. If she wasn’t busy sewing, 
she was busy cooking, canning or baking.  
 

Vonnie was a member of Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church, the Catholic Order of Foresters, and 
Christian Mothers. Her strong faith was an important part of her everyday life.  
 

After raising her family, she was employed at Bray’s Dry Cleaners, Super 8 Lounge, Starlite Club, 
Cedar Inn, and the Silver Spur. 
 

For the past 29 years, Vonnie spent a significant amount of time at Rice Lake. While there she 
tended her garden, enjoyed Sunday gatherings with her family, and spent time with her friends.  
 

Grandma Vonnie genuinely enjoyed having her grandchildren around and they all had many 
sleepovers at her house. It was always a treat to go with Grandma for coffee and doughnuts in the 
morning. She had a never-ending smile that always made them feel loved and cherished.  
 

She is survived by:  her husband of 54 years, Leo, Minot; her mother-in-law, Eva Schmaltz, 
Rugby; her children, Rosita (Wayne) Schoenberg, Minot, Leo V. (Audry Lynn Mansker) Schmaltz, 
Lubbock, TX, Nicky (Mark) Bickler, Minot, Karen (Todd) Nelson, Minot, Ann Mjoen, Apple Valley, 
MN, her grandchildren, Joshua (Lisa) Schoenberg, Fargo, Sarah Schoenberg, Minot, Jacob 
Schoenberg, Fargo, Cody (Rebekaah) Schmaltz, Bartlesville, OK, Rusty Schmaltz, Livingston, TX, 
Jessica (Eric) Vold, Belgium, Kayla, Cole, and Blake Nelson, all of Minot, Kyle, Kallen, and Kenzie 
Mjoen, all of Apple Valley, MN; her great-grandchildren, Lachlan and Briar Vold, Tracey Mansker, 
Hannah and Anden Schmaltz; her two 
sisters, Janice Jaeger, Dewey, AZ, and 
Rita (Donald) Steeves, Dent, MN; four 
brothers, Duane (Helen) Hilzendager, 
Rugby, Donald (Gayle) Hilzendager, 
Summerville, SC, Dennis (Roxanne) 
Hilzendager, Central City, IA, and Larry 
Hilzendager, Shellsburg, IA; and 
numerous nieces, and nephews.  

Vonnie was preceded in death by her 
parents; brother, David, infant son, 
Leonard; and brother-in-law, Jack 
Jaeger.  
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