
Lorene was born January 10, 1923, in the Anamoose, ND, area, the only child of 
Alfonse and Sarah (Zimmerman) Schmeets.  She was reared and educated in Anamoose, 
ND, graduating from Anamoose High School.  She obtainer her teaching credential but 
because of changes in teacher’s requirements, Lorene went back to college and 
graduated from Minot State Teachers College in 1969 with her elementary teaching 
degree. 

Lorene married Clemance VanNatta on June 18, 1941, in Anamoose. They farmed in the 
Orrin, ND and Knox, ND area for several years and Lorene also worked as a school 
teacher. They moved to Minot in 1958 and Lorene started her teaching career with 
Minot Public Schools.  Lorene was active in the Minot Education Association, and was 
involved in the teachers’ strike in 1969.  She lost her job teaching in the Minot system, 
but was hired by Bell School where she taught 6th grade until her retirement in 1988. 

Clem and Lorene moved to Somerset Court in May, 2001 and lived there until her recent 
move to the Trinity Nursing Home. 

Lorene was a member of Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church and a former member of 
St. Leo's Catholic Church both in Minot. She is also a member of the Retired Teacher’s 
Association. 

Lorene was an amazing hostess and cook.  Company always stopped by her home and 
she could put together the most amazing meals at the drop of a hat. Her cooking abilities 
were something she passed on to other family members. Vegetable and flower gardening 
was one of Lorene’s additional talents.  Her philosophy of “there is no such thing as 
enough flowers being planted” always showed by the large amounts of flowers she 
planted each year.  

Family was always first in Lorene’s mind. Her summers off from school were spent 
taking her grandchildren with her and Clem on many trips in the motor home.  They 
went to California, Florida, Alaska and Hawaii to name a few.  Time spent with her 
great grandchildren always brought a smile to her face and a lot of laughs.  The most 
recent addition to her family of a great-great-granddaughter made her very proud.  

Only 15 months ago, after 66 years of marriage, Lorene lost Clem and life hadn’t been 
the same for her.  Although family members were not ready to let her go, part of our 
hearts are happy knowing that she is reunited with Clem in heaven. 

Survivors: daughter, Kathy (Jerry) Burckhard, Minot; son, Lanny VanNatta, 
Jamestown, ND; four grandchildren, Robert (Lisa) Wolf, Minot, David (Karene) Wolf, 
Spokane, WA, Ronda Drobnis, Mt. Arlington, NJ and Rick Wolf, Minot; eight great-
grandchildren, Danielle, Whitney and Matthew Wolf all of Minot, Brandon and Kevin 
Wolf, Spokane, WA, Kyle and Kayla Drobnis, Mt. Arlingson, NJ and Tasha Wolf, 
Minot; one great-great granddaughter, Emry McDermott, Minot and numerous cousins.  

Lorene was preceded in death by her parents, and husband, Clem VanNatta. 

 
 
 

 
 

 


