
Irma Johnson was born on December 7, 1917, a daughter of Frank and Victoria 
(Youngman) Johnson on the Johnson homestead in White Ash Township, ND.  
                 

Irma attended White Ash Consolidated School for ten years and completed her 
last two years of high school in Carpio. At the age of 19 her mother Victoria died and Irma 
took over many of the responsibilities for raising her siblings.  
 

Irma married family friend Clifford B. Erickson on July 21, 1937 in Carpio 
Lutheran Free Church. They moved to Granville and spent one long, snowbound winter 
on a farm there. They soon returned to the Carpio area and purchased the Ostgulen farm 
in White Ash Township, one-half mile south of Irma’s birthplace. In 1938 they had their 
first and only son Alan who was soon followed by three daughters Deneen, Janice, & 
Jackie. In 1950 daughter number four (Glenda) arrived and seven years later their 
surprise daughter (Cindy) was born.   
 

                In February 1948 they suffered significant loss in a house fire but Irma, Clifford 
and their four children Alan, Deneen, Janice, and baby Jackie were fortunate to escape 
without harm at 5:00 AM in 20 degree below zero temperature. With the interior of their 
house badly burned, they lived with Jim and Ida Johnson and children while rebuilding 
their farm home.    

     Irma and Clifford’s home was the hub for family, friends and neighbors. Here they 
proudly raised their son and five daughters along with caring for nephews, sisters, 
brothers, fathers and cousins. Their farm home was the place to find food, love, comfort, a 
good laugh and always people who cared. Throughout their farm years, they grew small 
grains, raised sheep, chickens, and dairy cows. They found their passion in raising 
Registered Angus cattle and spent years enjoying good times with their friends showing 
and selling Angus. They found great pride and joy sharing in the lives of their six children, 
their spouses, 13 grandchildren and 15 great grandchildren.    

     In 1979 they built their home in Carpio and started their “retirement.” Their leisure time 
was spent attending grandchildren’s ballgames, traveling around the country to visit their 
children and grandchildren, and enjoying the company of their neighbors.  
 
     Irma enjoyed her diverse community activities throughout her life including her 
premiere theatrical appearance in a community play! She was active in White Ash 
Community Club and Homemakers Club, president and member of the Carpio Lutheran 
Church women’s group, 4-H leader for more than 20 years, a member of the Carpio 
School PTA board, and more recently the Carpio Senior Citizens Center. 
 

     In 2008 Irma moved to Edgewood Vista where she enjoyed playing bridge, whist, 
Scrabble, Farkle, and numerous activities. She brightened the world of those around her 
and loved her visits from family and friends. Her positive outlook on life continues to be an 
inspiration to us all.  
 

     Each morning Irma would say, “Today is the day the Lord has made. Let us rejoice and 
be glad in it.” She showed her joy in the Lord in word and deed. 
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This is the day that the Lord has made; 
 Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Psalm 118:24 


