
  Inez was born on October 28, 1922, in Bowbells, ND, the daughter of 
Nels and Gertrude (Hanson) Jensen.  She was reared in Bowbells and attended 
school in Flaxton, Northgate and later graduated in 1941 from Flaxton High 
School.  After graduation, Inez attended college in Bottineau, ND. 
 
 She married Willard Swenson on June 25, 1944, in Tolley, ND.   The 
couple purchased Willard’s grandfathers homestead (the Ferm homestead) near 
Bowbells where they farmed and raised their three children.  Inez also worked 
at the Country Boy Truck Stop in Bowbells.   Due to Willard’s ill health, the 
couple retired from farming in 1965 and moved to Minot, ND.  In 1966, Inez 
went to work at Minot State College in the Student Union Cafeteria where she 
worked for over 12 years.  She also worked as a Secretary for the Aide 
Association for Lutherans in Minot.  Willard died on November 27, 1973.  Inez 
continued to live in Minot and was later married to Ralph Ljunggren who 
passed away.   
 
 She was a member of First Lutheran Church, the Moose Lodge, Royal 
Neighbors, and the Minot Senior Citizens Center.  Inez was a charter member of 
the Lakeside Homemakers Club in Bowbells and the RLS (Restless Leg 
Syndrome) Organization.  She was a former member of Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church in Bowbells where she was also active with the Ladies Aide.   
 
 Inez was active in 4-H as a youth.  She loved to write poems and songs, 
draw and aspired to be an English teacher.   
 

Those Who Shared In Her Life 
 Sons, Larry (Sharon) Swenson, Bowbells, ND and Jerald (Charlotte)  
Swenson, Minot; daughter, Joyce (Bruce) Thompson, Herndon, VA;  
grandchildren, Rachelle (Vince) Smith, Bismarck, ND, Wayde Swenson, Grand 
Forks, ND, Keith Swenson, Las Vegas, NV, Jayson Thompson, Frostburg, MD, 
Jarrod and Britney Thompson, Herndon, VA, Erick (Renee) Swenson, Apple 
Valley, MN and Elizabeth (Steve) Holen, Watford City, ND; great-
grandchildren, Cayden and Mckenna Smith, Brynn and Brady Swenson and 
Ashley and Derek Holen; sisters, Leora Rawn, Prescott, WI, Ilene Knight, 
Prescott, WI, Vera (D. John “Chub”) Osborne, Cambridge, MN and Doris 
(Patty) Dixon, Schulenburg, TX; aunt, Mary Jensen, Bismarck; sisters-in-law, 
Alvina Swenson, Portal, ND and Adaire Swenson, Minot; numerous nieces, 
nephews, cousins and special friends and caregivers, Trudy Ness, Marlene Short 
and Candy Linder; her favorite chauffer, Paul Pearson, Minot; step daughters, 
Carol (Jim) Taylor, Concord, California and Nadine Sandberg, Lignite, ND; 
step-grandchildren, Ryan, Amber, Bradley Taylor and Nicole (Michael) 
McHenry.  She was preceded in death by her husband Willard Carl Swenson, 
her parents and sister, Evelyn Burke.   
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