Gertrude was born July 16, 1923 on the family farm, near
Kramer, ND, the daughter of Gottlieb and Elizabeth (Pfau)
Brandt. She was raised in that area and graduated from Kramer
High School. Gertrude was baptized and confirmed at Peace
Reformed Church of Upham.

She moved to Vancouver, Washington during World War
I, where she worked in the shipyards. She married Arnold
“Curly” Soine and to that union they had two daughters, Teri
and Rita. They made their home in Seattle and Gertrude
worked at Boeing in Renton, WA for several years until her
retirement. Her husband Arnold preceded her in death.

She married Paul Townsend and he preceded her in death in
2006. Gertrude moved to Minot a year and a half ago, where
she since had lived.

She was a member of the Eagle’s Aerie in Puyallup, WA.
She and her husband Paul loved to fish and Gertrude made
wonderful smoked salmon.
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